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relatively safe Democratic 
seat, Republican Courtney 
Blunt is trying to unseat 
Democratic incumbent State 
Senator Joseph (Joe) Keaveny. 
District 4 includes portions 
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the govenor from reduc­

ing funding passed by the 
general assembly without first 
getting legislative consent. It 
restricts the governor from 
increasing or decreasing line 
items in the budget. 

Candidates 
The Missouri State Au­

ditor race is not as exciting 
as other races . Incumbent 
Republican Tom Schweich is 
running for the office again. 
There is, no Democratic can­
didate filed for this office, but 
there is Constitution party 
Rod Farthing and libertari­
an party Sean O'Toole run­
ning against Schweich. For 
more information visit www." 
tomschweich.com and www. 
otoole4mo.com. 

U.S. Representative 
District J race is between 
Incumbent Democratic U.S. 
State Representative Lacy 
Clay, Republican Daniel J. 
Edler, and Libertarian Robb 
E. Cunningham. District 1 is 
North St. Louis County, most 
of central St. Louis County, 
and St. Louis City. For more 
information on the candidates 
visit www.lacyclay.org, www. 
electdanelder.com and www. 
baUotpedia.org/Robb_Cun­
ningham. 

u.s. Keprc5cucarlve , 

District 2 is South St. Louis 
County to Jefferson County 
line, West St. Louis Coun-
ty to Franklin County line, 
and a portion of St. Charles 
County. Incumbent Repub­
lican candidate Ann Wagner 
is running against Democrat 
Arthur Lieber for this office. 
For more information on the 
candidates visit annwagner. 
com and www.lieberforcon­
gress.com. 

Two of the most compet­
itive State Senate races are in 
the greater St. Louis area this 
election season. Senate Dis­
trict 24 and Senate District · 
22 are both considered " toSS 

up" elections at this point. 
In Senate District 24, 

Democratic State Repre­
sentative Jill Schupp faces 
off against Republican Jay 
Ashcroft, son of former U.S. 
AttorneyGeneral John Ash­
croft. Both sides have spent 
well over $1 million for this 
open seat, which stretches 
from Maryland Heights south 
to Chesterfield. Additional 
information about each can­
didate can be found at www. 
jillschupp.com and www. 
ashcroftforsenate.com. 

In Senate District 22, 
Democratic State Represen­
tative Jeff Roorda is running 
against Republican State 
Representative Paul Wieland. 
Again, this is an open Sen-
ate District. Unlike the 24 
District, which had been in 
Republican control, the 22 
District was held by a Demo­
crat. So both political parties 
are hoping to gain an addi­
tional se_nate seat, if they were 
to win both. Spending has 
been somewhat less than the 
other district, but is in the 
neighborhood of $800J OOO 

to $900,000 each. Roorda is 
also the Executive Director of 
the Fraternal Order of Police 
and has received a great deal 
of publicity for his defense of 
Officer Darren Wilson in the 
Michael Brown shooting. For 
more information on both 
candidates visit www.jeffroor­
da.org and www.wielandnow. 
com. 

While State Senate 

of Brentwood and University 
City, as well as portions along 
the western edge of St. Louis 
City. For more information 
on the candidates visit www. 
twitter.com/JoeKeaveny and 
www.facebook.com/vote­

blunt. 
There are a myriad num-

ber of State Representative 
races. While there are many 
contested races throughout 
the region, the most excite­
ment seems to be centered on 
Jefferson County. How the 
State Representative races go 
in this area could well de­
termine whether or not the 
Republicans in the Missouri 
House of Representatives will 
have a veto-proof majority 
with which to override vetoes 
by Governor Jay Nixon. The 
importance of these house 
races has been underscored by 
the high levels of campaign 
spending resulting ·in some of 
the most expensive State Rep­
resentative races in Missouri. 

These include the State 
Representative Districts 114, 
113, 112 and 1 11. 

One of the hottes t races is 

for St . Louis County Execu­
tive. Democrat Steve Stenger, 
a current County Council 
member, defeated County Ex­
ecutive Charles Dooley. in the 
Democratic Primary, August 
5. He now faces Republican 
State Representative Rick 
Stream for this office. The 
University of Missouri-- St. 
Louis earlier hosted a debate 
at the Blanche M . Touhill 

District 4 is considered a Performing Arts Center on 

Statewide ballot measures 

One of the more inter­
esting races in the City of 
St. Louis is for the office of 
Recorder of Deeds. Long time 
office holder Sharon Carpen­
ter resigned earlier this year 
over charges of nepotism. 
The vacancy was fill ed by the 
appointment of Alderwoman 
Jennifer Florida by St. Louis 
Mayor Francis Slay. The twist 
to this race, however, is that 
Carpenter had her name on 
the August Primary ballot and 
won the D emocratic nomi­
nation. Florida had to then 
file as an independent to try 
to retain the office she was 
appointed to. For more infor­
mation on these candidates 
visit www.carpenterforrecord­
er.com and www.jenniferflor­
ida.com. 

While there are so many 
races throughout the region 
where UMSL students may 
live, we can only offer the 
highlights here and encourage 
students to find out more 
about local races and local 
initiatives by visiting the 
Missouri Secretary of State 
website (www.sos.mo.gov).St. 
Louis County Election Au­

thority website (www.stlou­
isco. com/YourGovernment/ 
Elections), St. Charles Coun­
ty Election Authority (www. 
sccmo.org/410/Election-Au­
thority) , and Jefferson Coun-

. ty Election Authority (www. 
jeffcomo.org/CountyC lerk. 
aspx?nodelD=CountyClerk) . 
For any students living in 
Illinois , visit the Illinois State 
Board of Elections website 
(http://www.elections.il.govl) . 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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LRCA 

CICA 

LRCA 

Amendment 2 

Amendment 3 

Amendment 6 

Criminal Trials Renders prior criminal acts admissible in court during child sexual abuse trials 

Labor Implements performance evaluation for teachers tied to pay, raises, etc. 

EI~ctions Establishes a six-day-Iong early voting period 

LRCA Amendment 10 Gov't Finances Prohibits the governor from estimating available state revenues when making 
budget recommendations under certain legislative circumstances 

MON68 
51 

By Ashlee Car/~trom 

MEAGAN GALLUZZO, 

Sophomore, Nursing 

"I like PC because 

more things seem to be 
compatible, like school 

programs." 

TUE 57 
.42 

DQ VPUPREFER MAC< OR PC AND WHY? 

AAREON SMITH, 

. Senior, Business 

Administration 

"PC because I feel the 
Macs are over-priced and 

have different software. " 

THU .49 
:~33 

FRI .49 
- 37 

SAT 5.4 

" 33 

MANDY DAVIS, 

Junior, Political Science 

and Gender Studies 

"I use a Mac because it's 
reliable. I found it to be a good. 

investment and I've never had 

any problems with it and it's 
easy. " 

SUN52 
36 
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UMSL considers purchasing Normandie Golf Club 

The University of Missouri- being made. 
St. Louis is considering pur- There will be absolutely no 
chasing the nearby Normandie UMSL or state funds used to 
Golf Club (NGC) to keep it purchase the NGC. Instead, an 
from falling into the hands of anonymous donor has offered to 
anybody who would develop gift the University the need-
it without consideration for ed capital. This anonymous 
UMSL and the surrounding donor is part of a group that 
communities. Both the option has donated to UMSL in the 
to purchase and the funding are past. This means there will 
gifts from anonymous donors be no tuition increase, no fee 
and will not affect students' increase, and no additional 
tuition or fees. cost associated with the pur-

"Friends ofUMSL,"as de- chase. "We are cutting budgets 
scribed by Chancellor Thomas right now," Chancellor George 
George "acquired the option to said to the St. Louis Post-Dis-
purchase the property to stave patch. "You don't cut budgets 
off "improper development and then go buy a golf course." 
of the course [which] could Furthermore, though current 
have dire consequences for the plans are ro keep the site as a 
campus and other surrounding golf course, the University has 
entities." These friends of the explained they "[have] no in-
University passed that option tenti:on of using state or campus 
on to UMSL during the week of funds to operate or maintain 
October 26. Currently, UMSL the property as a golf course," 
is discussing the purchase with said Chancellor George. If they 
University of Missouri sys- go through with the purchase, 
tern personnel, the curators of the University plans to make 
UMSL, and the campus Budget the venture neither profitable 
and Planning Committee. If nor an expense to the campus, 
they agree that the option to instead sinking any profits back 
purchase should be exercised, into the management of the golf 
the ultimate decision lies with club by a third-party manage-
the UMSL curators. Chancellor ment company. 
George sa1 rna the...decisio,ll... __ , __ O Ocrober 2 5 The I lei 

is still uncertain, and will be versity held a meeting with resi­
discussed for a few weeks before dents of Bel-Nor and Greendale 

DANIEL c. HODGES 
STAFF WRITER 

to discuss the NGC and their 
potential purchase. According 
to the Post-Dispatch, Chan­
cellor George and University 
spokesman Bob Samples, asso­
ciate vice chancellor of advance­
ment for communications, were 
both on hand to assure residents 
that UMSL has no plans to 

. disrupt the golf course. How­
ever, neither could promise the 
attendees that the NGC would 
remain unchanged for decades 
to come. Bel-Nor village 
Chairman Kevin Buchek told 
the Post-Dispatch that was his 

biggest concern, "We'd rather 
hear them guarantee that it will 
stay a golf course for the next 20 
or 30 years." 

The NGC is 118 acres 
to the southwest of UMSL 
and was established in 190 1 , 
laying claim to being the oldes~ 
public golf course west of 
the Mississippi River. Prior to 

1985, when the dub opened 
to the public, the golf club was 
renowned as a venue for the 
rich and famous. Once called 
"the top gambling club in the 
nation" by Colliers, The River-

Normandie Golf Club, located just Southwest of UMSL South Campus 

front Times highlighted local 
lore claiming that celebrities 
Babe Ruth, Bob Hope, and 
Frank Sinatra all gambled at 
Normandie. The family trust 
in control of the Normandie 
Golf Club has attempted sev­
eral times in the past to sell the 
property. According to the St. 
Louis Business Journal, the 
appraised value of the golf club 
is $1.2 million, and its property 
taxes in 2013 were $30,458. St. 
Louis County tax records have 
an "Emerson W Harold Trust­
ee" listed as the current owner. 

Journalist Ian Johnson speaks about life in China 

The University of Missou­
ri-S~int Louis' International 
Studies and Programs brought 
journalist and Pulitzer Prize 
winning author, Ian Johnson, 
who held a discussion with stu­
dents at 3 p.m., October 30 at 
the Social Sciences & Business 
Building about his time spent in 
China. 

The Marketing Coordina­
tor for International Studies & 
Programs Erica Fierro said, "Our 
Director, Joel Glassman, was 
contacted by the Pulitzer Cen­
te"r, a nonprofit that supports 
independent international jour­
nalism to increase interaction 
between journalists, scholars 
and universities." The organizer 
of the Pulitzer Center asked if 
the department would be will­
ing to host a lecture by Johnson. 

Johnson's interest in China 
began with the requirement 
of having to take a foreign 
language as a student. "I got 
interested by chance. I wanted 
to learn a different language in 
school and I thought Chinese 
would be fun," said Johnson. 
Becoming a journalist for John­
son was all about his "curiosity 
with how things worked in the 

real world and how journalism 
affected that." 

When thinking about Chi­
na and watching news coverage 
on it, Johnson believes that 
people see it as darker and more 
negative place than what it actu­
ally is. "The media focuses more 
on the negative aspects and all 
they read is bad news, but the 
society is actually rising," said 
Johnson. 

Johnson talked about 
the political movement and 
religious groups in China. 
He spoke about a few of the 
protests that have happened 
in China over the past decade 
which included the now well 
known 2011 Wukan protest. 

Johnson explained that 
even with all the talk about the 
corruption and lack of trust in 
China, "China is actually freer 
than it was decades ago. The 
government is more tolerant of 
protests, if they don't challenge 
the system." 

He also spoke about the 
five major religions in China. 
"There are five main religions 
starting with the biggest being 
Buddhism, then Christianity 
which is split into two sectors 

JACQUELINE IRIGOYEN 
STAFF WRITER . 

Ian Johnson presenting slides while speaking about his experiences in China 

protestant and polytheism, and na to be a big competitor, and 
then Islam and Daoism," said it'd be interesting to see where 
Johnson. we are at." 

Keely Nelson, junior, In Johnson's book "Wild 
marketing said "This is an Grass" he talks about the au-
important topic that all business thoritarian government and its 
students should be aware of" relationship with society. "I talk 
Nelson continues ro say, "I hope about the tension in a dynamic 
to get a better understanding of changing society and then the 
China's economic market and unchanging government. People 
globalization. We consider Chi- are becoming more educated 

and rising up, but the govern­
ment is not moving along with 
the people," Johnson said. 

Johnson is currently writing 
a new book about the spiritual 
aspects of China. 

Johnson's goal for his event 
was to provide spiritual awaken­
ing and to explain how China is 
changing and striving for new 
values. 
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Triton Volleyball seniors reflect on time at UMSL 

For every athlete, there comes a time 
when there is no next year. When this 
time comes, it should never be a time 
of sorrow, but a time of reflection and 
rejoicing the memories made while play­
ing the sport one loves. Each sport has 
some sort of celebration for those who 
are graduating out of the team, generally 
at the final home game. This honoring of 
the seniors is called Senior Night. As the 
2014 fall sports season beings to wrap 
up, many of our seniors are coming to 
the end of their journeys. 

Sunday, November 2, the Triton 
Volleyball team had their senior game 
against Bellarmine. This year we honor 
three seniors: Haley Brightwell,graduate, 
business administration, Allie Ewing, 
senior, liberal studies, and Emily Bragaw, 
senior, liberal studies. They are all es­
sential to the team and will definitely be 
missed next year. 

Head Coach Ryan Young is happy 
they were part of the Triton tradition, 
"Our 3 Seniors, Emily Bragaw, Haley 
Brightwell, and Allie Ewing have done 
a lot of great things for our program. 
Their leadership on the court each day 
at practice has made our team a very 
tight-knit group. Their communication 
within our team is very noticeable and 
we will miss all 3 players next season," 
Coach Young said. "Emilyis strengths on 

defense and serve receive will be missed 
greatly. Haley's attacking and overall 
play will be missed, and Allie's powerful 
attacking and blocking will definitely be 
missed." 

Ewing and Brightwell are not ready 
for their volleyball story to end, but they 
have learned a lot from the roads they 
traveled. Brightwell said, "One of the 
biggest things I'm going to take away 
is what I learned for when I become 
a coach. I've learned a lot about how 
the team functions and the coach Iteam 
relationship works, and I think I'm going 
to take a lot away from that.The thing 
about UMSL is that you can be good at 
Volleyball and you can invest yourself 
in so much more than that ... you'll be a 
m uch more well ro.unded person. That's 
what I did. I'm doing like ten different 
things, but I'm also doing volleyball, 
which it is hard for a lot of athletes to do 
more than their sport, but you can do 
that at UMSL." 

Ewing felt she has grown a lot in 
her time at UMSL, "I feel like I'm not 
as hard on myself as hard as I used to 
be. Back at my Junior College, I was 
super hard on myself and it effected my 
play, and I feel like here I gained more 
confidence in myself and I don't sweat 
the small stuff anymore. I know that if I 
mess up it isn't the end of the world." 

Triton Volleyball wins, big 
in final week at home 

ERIC HARRIS 
SPORTS EDITOR 

(Continued from Page 1) 

In front of the packed stands, the 
Tritons blew past Maryville winning 
3-0. Going 25-2 1, 25-1 7, and 2 5-20 
in the three quick sets. At one point 
during the second set, UMSL was 
ahead ten points against Maryville, 
leading 19-9. H ead Coach Ryan Young . 
was very happy wi th the three se t win, 
"I thought we p layed very consistent. 
We served very well and that helped 
our block and defense get set up to 
stop their offense. We did a good 
job of hitting smart shots and making 
good decisions when attacking." 

Saturday, November 1, the Tritons 
took on the University of Southern In­
diana. UMSL went a whole four sets 
with the Screaming Eagles, but came 
out with a tough loss of 3-1. UMSL 
took the first set 25-19, before falling 
in the three that followed. Jory Sieben­
morgen, sophomore, studio art, led the 
team with an outstanding 19 kills fol­
lowed by Brightwell 's 12. 

Jessica Ploss, junior, criminal jus­
tice, did not let this small setback get 
her down. Ploss said, "We need to re­
focus and play hard against Bellarm­
ine tomorrow. Each match is one step 
closer to our goal of making the NCAA 
tournament, so a big win tomorrow is 
key." 

The Lady Tritons did not let that 
small loss get to them. The following 
Sunday, they took on Bellarmine Uni-

versity. The Tritons came out with a 
big win for their senior game, taking 
down the Knights in a hard fought 3-1 
v ictory. 

The first set of senior day ended 
w ith UMSL putting out an overpow­
e~ing 25- 16 win over Bellarmine. Ew­
ing led the set with three kills. At one 
poin t, the Tri tons took an eight point 
lead over their opponen ts . Set two 
ended with similarly exciting fashion. 
UMSL ending it with a score of 25-
18. Carly Ochs, junior, accounting, 
put down an impressive 7 kills against 
the Knights. 

In the third set, the moment shift­
ed as Bellarmine put up 4 unanswered 
points against the Tritons coming our 
of the break. This put UMSL on the 
offense, making up the deficient, but 
falling short with a 25-20. 

The Tritons were able to rally in 
the fourth set, coming back after Bel­
larmine took off with a quick 6-2 lead 
over UMSL. Pezze, coming off the 
bench, contributed 3 kills to this set. 
Two were scored consecutively, push­
ing the Tritons past· a tie score of 12-
12 to get UMSL in the lead. Poetically, 
Ewing scored the final l<:ill of her se­
nior game bringing the set score to a 
25-19 win over the Knights. 

UMSL volleyball team has just 
three more away games, before head­
ing to the Great Lakes Valley Confer­
ence tournament and the post season. 
Go Tritons! 

Senior Haley Brightwell getting a kill against Maryville 

Seniors always have advice for those 
who will follow them in the years to 
come, Ewing said, "For next year's se­
niors, take advantage of the opportunity, 
definitely take it seriously and have fun 
at the same time. Sometimes it's hard not 
to dread. practice or get down on yourself 
by the end of the day, but you have to 
realize that not everyone .gets to do this, 
and it really is a wonderful opportunity 
that they should take advantage of and 
have fun with it!" 

Brightwell feels that next year will 
have no shortage of leaders, "Several dif­
ferent people could step up as a leader on 
the team. They all have different things 

that make a good leader, and I think they 
will be about to bring those together. 

. Lindsay (Meyer) has her stuff together." 
Doing any sport will give you experi­

ences and friendships that will last. Ew­
ing said, "One of the biggest things I'm 
going to take away is the close friend­
ships. This year we are really together. I 

. think these are a lot of girls I'll be friends 
with later on in life. Also, discipline and 
mental toughness. Just things that you 
learn from playing on any team and 
defiantly here at UMSL." 

To all UMSL seniorrathletes, thank 
you for building a new Triton tradition 
and good luck in all future endea~ors! 
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College students lack political involvement CUllEN WILLIAMS 

STAFF WRITER 

Over the past months, St. 
Louis and the surrounding area 
has been wrought with great 
tension. This week, those in our 
state will cast ballots in order 
to change, or at least attempt 
to bring change, to the political 

6 system. A new St. Louis County 
Executive will be elected, and 
others throughout the county 
and state either return to their 
political jobs or find themselves 
voted out of office. This is pol­
itics. This is democracy. Unfor­
tunately, it does not seem to be 
prevalent on the University of 
Missouri - St. Louis campus. 

I understand that many 
students do not care about pol­
itics. Outside of naming Barack 

Obama as President, I am not 
sure they would be able to list 
their Congress persons, let along 
pick them out of a line-up. This 
is something that, for the good 
of the state and country, needs 
to change. 

Many of the issues facing 
the country today are being 
decided by individuals who will 
not be around later down the 
road. Health care, jobs, homo­
sexual marriage, tax reform, and 
more are being decided by a 
majority of politicians who have 
been in' office for decades, and 
who do not understand those 
they represent. 

According to a study 
released by Tufts U niversi ty 

in Massachusetts, there are 46 
million citizens ages 18 to 29 
who are eligible to vote, but 
these numbers only make up a 
mere 20% of the voting popula­
tion. To the credit of the youth, 
well over 50% of them voted in 
the last two presidential elec­
tions. However, voter turnout in 
these categories usually declines 
during mid-term elections. 

One way to make sure the 
youth stay involved, especially 
those on college campuses, is 
by getting involved in a campus 
club. Unfortunately, those are 
lacking on the UMSL campus. 
There are' no UMSL College 
Republicans, UMSL College 
Democrats, and so on, down 

the line of political parties. This 
is quite disheartening. In fact, 
one student tried to start an 
UMSL College Republicans 
group, but had no interest from 
the other students on campus. 

A quick glimpse at the 
UMSL Student Life webpage 
shows that there are very few 
social and political clubs on 
campus. Besides PRIZM, 
the UMSL Stude!1ts for Life, 
and the Young Activists Unit­
ed-UMSL, there is not much in 
the way of social and political 
organizations. It is this sort of 
complacency that will reap the 
legislation seen on the state and 
national level. 

Though the situations 

UMSL is missing civic-spirit for elections 
As a political scientist, there 

is nothing more exciting than 
an election, and the American 
elections are perceived as the 
Olympics, at least were I am 
from in Europe. Considering 
everything going on in St. Louis 
the last couple of months, I 
had no doubt that the election 
would be important. However, 
I must admit the election-spirit 
has been missing. No posters, 
no discussions, and no politi­
cians have been present on cam­
pus. Where waS the election? 

According to Keena Lipsitz, 
who studied political campaigns 

in the book"New Directions in 
American politics," there is a 
simple reason for that. The elec­
tion is not competitive. Missou­
ri is what is called a "safe state." 
Very few elected positions are 
up for grab. Very little of the lo­
cal politics are competitive. For 
that reason, the political parties 
will not campaign in Missouri. 
They will instead spend time on 
the states"that matter." 

However, this in my opin­
ion, is a very big problem for 
the people on campus. Accord­
ing to Robert A. Dahl, who 
wrote in the famous book"De-

mocracy and its Critics," that 
people need some degree of 
knowledge to make a reasonable 
choice in a democracy. Where 
do most get their knowledge? 
The election. 

Therefore, the election 
campaigns are very important. 
First, they give you that knowl­
edge, either through direct 
discussion, ads, or pamphlets. 
These campaigns tell the voter 
about the candidates, and what 
they have voted for in Congress 
or in other legislative chambers. 
You ought to know these details 
if you are to go in and cast your 

ballot. 
Second, as Steve Frantzitch 

said, elected officials make de­
cisions that affect your life. The 
election is voter's opportunitY 
to speak up about the choices 
politicians make, and politicians 
do not listen to those who do 
not vote. Yet it seems very hard 
to make that decision and to 
signal to your politicians, if the 
voters have not been given this 
information through campaign­
ing. 

I have heard the argument 
many_ times that people do not 
like elections, because there are 

Use of excessive forCI;! served and protected 
Law enforcement's new 

motto should be "To protect, 
serve, and use excessive for 
from time to time." As you may 
know, Mike Brown, an unarmed 
Mrican American teen who was 
killed by a law enforcement 
officer in Florissant, was not the 
first case of police brutality and 
definitely will not be the last. 
Law enforcement try to justifY 
killings by police, but are they 
justifiable? 

One statement that has 
to be made is that St. Louis, is 
one of the United States most 
dangerous cities due to violent 
crimes. Although East St. Louis 

is ranked number one, St. Louis 
is not far behind at number 12, 
according to neighborhood­
scout.com. 

With that being said, do 
police have the right to defend 
their lives by using lethal or 
excessive force? That answer 
depends on the situation. A 
situation where a police officer 
should use lethal force is when 
there are no other options. If a 
police officer has tried using tear 
gas, tasers, rubber bullets, or 
other non-lethal weapons and 
the suspect does not surrender, 
lethal force may be viewed as 
more acceptable. If ~ suspect 

begins to shoot at a law enforce­
ment officer, lethal force may be 
more acceptable. 

Although lives should not 
be taken, we live in violent 
times. A police officer has to 
deal with ·the sad truth that it is 
either the suspect's life, or his or 
her own. 

With that being said, Mike 
Brown's death was a situation 
that could have been avoided. 
We, as UMSL students and 
residents of St. Louis may never 
know Officer Darren Wilson's 
mind frame, attitude, or if he is 
a prejudice man. We may never 
know what actually happened in 

the moments of Mike Brown's 
untimely death, but we do 
know that this is an unfortunate 
incident. On the other hand, 
two months after Mike Brown's 
death and in the calming of 
police brutality protest, another 
police shooting occurred. An­
other Mrican American teen­
ager, Vonderrit Deondre Myers 
Jr. was shot several times by an 
off duty police officer in South 
St. Louis. Unlike Brown, Myers 
was armed with a gun and did 
initially shoot at the officer first, 
according to multiple news 
sources. According to Myers' 
family, he was unarmed. 

Information technology applied at UMSL 
Technology has changed the 

way that we communicate with 
each other these days, as well as 
changing the way that we are 
taught in the classroom. Tech­
nology both shapes our every­
day life and, as consumers, we 
use the advances in technology 
to shape our world. Most people 
are carrying their cell phones 
or iPhones with them in order 
to communicate with friends 
and family, take pictures, order 
tickets, text, or do a variety of 
other things. ' 

As the use of technology 
grows, notably for educational 
purposes, it is important to 
explore the use of applications 
that are available to advance 
educational objectives. In class 

the other day, a student was us­
ing Youtube to demonstrate an 
example of what he was trying 
to prove. Technology has effec­
tively reduced paper and the 
costs associated with teaching 
the next generation of students. 
This makes education more 
effective and more accessible 
for many people. Technology 
is a tool that is ever-changing 
and improving communication 
in everyday life. It has changed 
the way we work and do our 
homework at school. Com­
munication is faster and more 
efficient. Technology will shape 
the future and advance the way 
that work is done. 

In education, homework 
. can be done through MyGate-

way and Blackboard and sub­
mitted online to the professor. 
Therefore, the class does not 
have to meet all the time, and 
the students can submit their 
work online. This is convenient 
for working adults who have 
jobs and families, according 
to Hina Mahmood, nursing, 
graduate. There are some in­
conveniences when IT here on 
campus goes down, as it does 
from time to time. UMSL has 
adapted to changing technology 
to retain students, as they need 
programs that are state-of-the­
art in their field. 

Technology makes educa­
tion more accessible, speeds up 
communication and provides 
a new device to use on a daily 

basis. Many students use lap­
tops, nooks, kindles or tablets 
to do their work. This saves the 
cost of multiple notebooks for 
class or work. E-books are used · 
instead of regular textbooks. 
Many books, novels, poems and 
plays are put online and can be 
accessed there. We live in a Wi­
fi friendly environment, where 
we can plug in our laptops 
or tablets to take notes or do 
schoolwork at many places on 
campus or local businesses. 

Today educators use social 
media to' build connections and 
broaden the learning experience 
in the classroom. However, 
they need to safeguard student 
privacY and productivity. They 
need to be mindful that poor 

seen around St. Louis City and 
County are complex, the lack 
of political involvement from 
our youth is one factor in such 
a multi-dimensional arena. I 
urge my f~llow students and 
citizens to get involved in the 
process by starting a campus 
political group, registering to 
vote, making their voices heard, 
and to really make a change, 
volunteering for a campaign. 
As an individual who has been 
involved with multiple political 
campaigns, it is a great privilege 
to know who helped shape the 
future of the state. 

LOTTE JONSSON 
STAFF WRITER 

so many negative GaIIlpaigns 
and that it is not important to 
vote. However, as for the neg­
ative campaigns, studies show, 
that negative election is actu­
ally positive. People gain more 
knowledge from these ads. For 
the question of impOltance, it is 
simple. By voting, you support 
the democracy and by voting 
you convey what you want. 

It is too late to rectify the 
situation on campus now, but 
hopefully people will make that 
extra effort to read about the 
different elections and candi­
dates before they cast their vote. 

CHERYL MITCHELL 
. STAFF WRITER 

Something that you should 
think about as a human being 
living in the United States, is 
what would you do to de-
fend your life if it was being 
threatened? Through all of the 
violence, media influence and 
protest, if you were a part of law 
enforcement, would you defend 
your life with lethal force? Some 
of you may be shocked with 
your responses and mayor may 
not b~ able to put yourself into 
the shoes of the victim or the 
officer, but at least you asked 
yourself these important ques­
tions. 

MARY CHICKOS 
STAFF WRITER 

judgment on a social network 
can result in professional conse­
quences. 

Technology is currently 
growing and expanding into 
new student programs, as well 
as helpful applications, such as 
UMSL Mobile Applications. 
According to Kristen Bass, 
education, graduate, this is 
helpful in getting to class and 
navigating the campus. Howev­
er, technology does not take the 
place of human interaction in 
the classroom in order to learn. 
She does not want entire pro­
grams online. The computer is 
still a tool and does not replace 
interpersonal communication in 
the classroom setting. 
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